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“Never before in the history of 
humanity have so many 
written so much while having 
so little to say to so few”









“We argue that the time has 
come to move from a purely 
defensive stance…Social 
Sciences & Humanities have to 
look at “impact” in a different 
way – the term needs to be 
“re-loaded” with a renewed 
sense of responsibility and 
reflecting a different self-
image of their role and 
position in society.” 
Thomas König, Helga Nowotny
& Klaus Schuch



SDGs: the lingua franca of 
interdisciplinary global 
challenges research



Renewed confidence & 
creativity in our evidence, 
advocacy & alliance-building



We can create our own 
economies of promise 



Possibilities of some new metrics & research data platforms



HOW DO WE AVOID 
STRETCHING PEOPLE 
IN TOO MANY 
DIRECTIONS? 
ARE INCENTIVES 
MISALIGNED ?

7 PRIORITIES FOR HIGH-IMPACT 

SOCIAL SCIENCE



1. Be critical, confident transdisciplinarians

A multidisciplinary approach draws upon the strengths or 
expertise of different disciplines, and more effectively 
joins up their findings, but leaves disciplinary boundaries 
(and sometimes hierarchies) intact.  

An interdisciplinary approach involves the fuller 
integration of disciplines, to develop potentially novel 
ways of approaching research questions, recognising that 
there is a diversity of ways to understand and address 
particular problems.

Transdisciplinary research not only integrates expertise 
from across academic disciplines, but also involves 
societal stakeholders in the design stage, and throughout 
the research process.  In transdisciplinary research, 
knowledge can come from beyond academic disciplines, 
and insights are often provided through other kinds of 
tacit knowledge – as held by local communities, 
businesses, social movements or practitioners.



2. Keep it complex & embrace the messiness



3. Get serious about ‘team social science’



4. Take the argument into the strongholds of STEM



5. Invest in new spaces for collaboration & knowledge 
exchange



6. Expand notions of leadership & the criteria & indicators 
we use for hiring, promotion & assessment



7. Invest more in ‘research on research’





African Academy of Sciences
Austrian Science Fund (FWF)

Canadian Institutes of Health Research
Chan Zuckerberg Initiative (CZI)
Dutch Research Council (NWO)

Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI)
Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research 

Novo Nordisk Foundation
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation

Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF)
UK Research & Innovation (UKRI)

Volkswagen Foundation
Wellcome Trust/DBT India Alliance

Wellcome Trust



Why ‘research on research’?

 Evidence tends to be narrow, fragmented, rarely generalisable and not  
actionable by funders.

 There is little funding for meta-research studies that could usefully 
inform funding policy and practice.

 Funders need to participate as collaborators and end-users of research 
through the co-design, co-development and co-production of research.

 There should be a clearly defined set of research questions where 
funding data, policies and practices can be shared.







“Wellcome and its partners in RoRI
should be commended for taking an 
important first step. They have 
recognized that there are problems in 
research culture and that these need 
to be fixed. RoRI will help to probe 
some of the causes of distress, and 
suggest solutions. Now, other funders 
and research-management societies 
must join the mission…” 
Nature editorial, 1 October 2019



Join us…
@RoRInstitute

http://researchonresearch.org
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Demonstrating the vitality and the necessity of the 
humanities throughout the world 

Humanities for 
Policy and Policy for 
the Humanities: 
The 2020 World 
Humanities Report
Sara Guyer

AESIS, Washington, DC
October 2019



The World Humanities Report is an 
initiative to demonstrate the rich, varied, 
and necessary contributions the 
humanities have made, and are making, 
to knowledge and society throughout the 
world. This project highlights where and 
how the humanities are practiced and 
makes recommendations to ensure that 
the humanities flourish in and beyond the 
2020s.



The International Council for Philosophy and Human Sciences 

(CIPSH) is a non-governmental organization within UNESCO, 

which federates hundreds of  different learned societies in the 

field of  philosophy, human sciences, and related subjects.

UNESCO is the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization. It seeks to build peace through 

international cooperation in Education, the Sciences and Culture.

The international Consortium of  Humanities Centers and 

Institutes (CHCI) is a global network shaping the future of  the 

humanities, cultivating new forms of  multilateral collaboration 

and generating innovative models for research, pedagogy, and 

public engagement.



Demonstrating the vitality and the necessity of the 
humanities throughout the world 

A Global Report with Regional Contributors



Demonstrating the vitality and the necessity of the 
humanities throughout the world 

Contributors:

 Eight Research Teams on Five Continents:

Regional Grounding of a Global project.

 International Scientific Committee:

Diverse Methods, Disciplines, Approaches 



Demonstrating the vitality and the necessity of the 
humanities throughout the world 

Core Theme: Flourishing

 Where are the humanities flourishing? What positive 

changes are underway and how can they be supported? 

 This includes the development of  new approaches, 

disciplines-interdisciplines-transdisciplines, methods, 

institutions, collaborations, archives, and technologies, 

often in areas of  the world that have not received 

significant attention.



Demonstrating the vitality and the necessity of the 
humanities throughout the world 

Core Theme: Risk

 Where and how are the humanities today at risk? 

 This includes archives, heritage sites, disciplines, 

methods, languages, platforms, research programs, and 

institutions that are threatened by policy, lost state or 

private funding, changing taste, or shifting values.



Demonstrating the vitality and the necessity of the 
humanities throughout the world 

Core Theme: Institutions

 Where are the humanities located within and adjacent 

to universities, libraries, research centers and 

institutes, disciplines, museums, and foundations? 

 Between and within the arts and the social sciences; 

between and within theory and practice; between and 

within universities and their departments. 

 How are new institutional logics and generational 

changes affecting the location of  the humanities?



Demonstrating the vitality and the necessity of the 
humanities throughout the world 

Outcomes:

 Digital Working Papers by Regional Teams

 World Humanities Report

 Policy Recommendations for UNESCO



Demonstrating the vitality and the necessity of the 
humanities throughout the world 

Information: guyer@wisc.edu



Synergy with governmental institutions

The Impact of  Social Sciences 

and Humanities on Society
17-18 October 2019, Washington DC

#SSH19

James Wilsdon (Chair)
Vice-Chair of  the International Network for Governmental Science Advice

By changing systems and institutions, we can increase researchers’ 

contextual knowledge and strengthen relationships with practitioners, 

policymakers, and knowledge brokers – to have more impact.



Stakeholder co-creation
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Mary Ellen O’Connell (Chair)
Executive Director of  the Division of  Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, The National 

Academies

Increasing the impact that SSH can have on addressing societal challenges will require: 1) identifying 

societal challenges by listening to and working with relevant stakeholders; 2) developing new 

incentives, institutional support mechanisms, and faculty/graduate student training to enable 

effective stakeholder engagement; 3) changing University culture to focus on civic responsibility and 

inter/transdisciplinary solutions; 4) creating mechanisms that connect and acknowledge varied 

perspectives; and 5) developing new funding opportunities for stakeholder partnerships



David Budtz Pedersen (Chair)
Director, Humanomics Research Centre, Denmark

1) Create research environments open for (interdisciplinary attempts and) involving non-academic 

stakeholders

2) Find and train academics with high scientific reputation and keen on societal impact

3) Bibliometrics are not enough, observational impact data are not enough: we need to figure out how to fund 

the most valuable research, and feed impact data back into funding programs

4) Encourage incentives and rewards for researchers that work on informing policies and practices and create 

successful partnerships

Supporting SSH impact through foundations

The Impact of  Social Sciences 

and Humanities on Society
17-18 October 2019, Washington DC



Interdisciplinary research
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Kathleen Woodward
Director of  the Simpson Center for the Humanities, University of  Washington

How can we incentize greater cross-disciplinary collaboration in 

defining and measuring the impact of  our SSH interventions in 

society?



Indicators of  SSH impact
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Kenneth Prewitt (Chair)
President, American Academy of  Political and Social Science

That we closely examine when metrics might introduce as much risk of  

damage as they introduce helpful indicators



Institutional assessment systems
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David Sweeney (Chair)
Executive Chair, Research England

Challenging academics to work with external stakeholders on both

design and implementaion of  impact frameworks is the way forward



Measurement tools

The Impact of  Social Sciences 

and Humanities on Society
17-18 October 2019, Washington DC

#SSH19

Vivian Tseng (Chair)
Senior Vice President, William T. Grant Foundation

Multiple problems, multiple methods, multiple perspectives. Context 

matters but standardization is important in order to join the 

community



Public Engagement
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Tim Wilson (Chair)
Executive Director, Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council, Canada

We need to combat humanities exceptionalism: we have public humanities but 

can be just translating… one-directional… we need engagement that co-creates 

the research or citizen science need model, good models, good examples in 

Humanities



Interactive debate: ‘The role of  SSH in providing knowledge 

for addressing societal challenges’

Rasmuson Theater, 4.15 – 5.15pm
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Moderator: Arthur Lupia

Panel members: Tim Wilson

Lidia Brito

David Oxtoby

Daniel Sarewitz



Interactive debate: ‘The role of  SSH in providing knowledge 

for addressing societal challenges’

Results

Rasmuson Theater, 4.15 – 5.15pm

The Impact of  Social Sciences 

and Humanities on Society
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https://directpoll.com/r?XDbzPBd3ixYqg8J8yULLQdky3MFhXmApFoUu5jClJ


Interactive debate: ‘The role of  SSH in providing knowledge 

for addressing societal challenges’

http://etc.ch/iiAH

Rasmuson Theater, 4.15 – 5.15pm
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In some cases, policymakers don’t know about, or choose not 

use the best available SSH evidence. What is the best piece of  

advice that you can give for how to increase a policymaker’s 

awareness of  relevant evidence?

Topic 1

The Impact of  Social Sciences 

and Humanities on Society
17-18 October 2019, Washington DC

#SSH19



We all share a desire to increase the public impact of  SSH 

work. We want the next generation to learn from our failures 

and build on our successes. With these criteria in mind, if  you 

could give one piece of  advice to members of  this audience, 

on how to increase SSH’s public impact, what would it be?

Topic 2

The Impact of  Social Sciences 

and Humanities on Society
17-18 October 2019, Washington DC

#SSH19



What is one thing that people in the SSH community should 

stop doing if  they want to increase the impact of  their work?

Topic 3

The Impact of  Social Sciences 

and Humanities on Society
17-18 October 2019, Washington DC

#SSH19



Sometimes people use the term “junk science” to refer to 

studies whose results they dislike. What is the best way for 

people in our community (e.g. policy makers, academics, 

science funders) to increase the credibility and acceptance of  

SSH work?

Topic 4

The Impact of  Social Sciences 

and Humanities on Society
17-18 October 2019, Washington DC

#SSH19



When people disagree on how to measure impact, what 

strategies – if  any -- do you employ to try to resolve that 

conflict?

Topic 5

The Impact of  Social Sciences 

and Humanities on Society
17-18 October 2019, Washington DC

#SSH19



Big data, artificial intelligence, and machine learning are 

changing what we can know about one another and how we 

interact. What is the best way for us to employ and manage 

these fast-evolving resources for social impact and what 

aspect of  these changes should we be most concerned about 

while doing our work?

Topic 6

The Impact of  Social Sciences 

and Humanities on Society
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If  you wanted to increase the societal impact of  SSH work 

and could give one piece of  advice to university 

administrators, what would it be?

Topic 7
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If  you wanted to increase the social impact of  SSH work and 

could give one piece of  advice to funding agencies, what 

would it be?

Topic 8
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Closing Remarks and Summary
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Arthur Lupia
Head of  the Directorate for Social, Behavioural, and Economic Sciences, 

National Science Foundation



Up Next
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Reception

5.15pm

The Partisan

709 D Street, NW

Washington DC

Dinner (pre-registration required)

6.30pm

Clyde’s of  Gallery Place

707 7th Street, NW

Washington DC


